
























































































































































SPAIN 1936 

, 

ln Spam. modernte Rcpubbcan:. and k:fi 
formed another 'Popular Front' wtuch dro\t: thr: 
con...av.tuve. out of office an the clccuoru. of February 
1936. On 17Jul) 1936,ci\.ilwarbcgan, agroupof 
i.'ln.Tal!. k:d b} Fmna-m Franco Slaltcd A:\olb 
the Rtpublani!Ovemmcnt m \'31'10\l\Otio and 
Span ..h Moi'OCXXI. Franco was wpported by the 

nobtlny, anny and Span ..h 

But the Popular Front JOVcmmcnt in France 
Bntam's lead adopted a pohcy or 'non·tntcncntion' Which 
meant no help for the Republic! 

152 

... Hitler and Mussolini didn't can: a damn about non-int.em:ntioo lb.:\ 
,..., immediatdv 5ICnl 8J1'n) and IIOOpl> to help Fl1lllCO. But the \\orlm and 

peasmb of the Spani!.h Republican ai1TllCl., "'•th help from 
mtcmat.ioml volunt..-cn. "'ue sull a nutch for l·ranco and his 
C"'OlJCS. 
<;Win. after a tew o1 tna non-tntenotntaon, help m 
1936. Antono\-<}.-,eenl.:oarmed ·l S..\R ConsuJ.Gcn..Tahn B.uo:lona. 
Stalin's hdp \\111 \CT) cntt. \' 

rllrr,rrc, 
rt 

( 
_____ __. 
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Antono\-Ovscenk~ IS recaCcd from ~lona and executed in 1938. The 
tentacbLor Stalins ~.no\\ reach mto Spain itSelf! ~the "'3f 
a~nst r ranco rages. . s~ St_lpportcrs or 1 rotsky, anarchi:.b and = ~'StCmalleaO)- unprisoncd and mlli'C:Iemt by Stalin's GPU 

The anu..f~ resastana: " as useful-up lo a point. But Stahn 
had no~ to see the Rcpubbc \\oin. Demoralisation did its \lo Ork 
and Spam feU 10 Francom the spring or 1939. ' 

THE PURGES HAVE BEGUN! 

Before Stahn intcnenc::. an Spem. an important event oocurs. In August 
1936, Zino'-1~. K.amene\· and 14 other old Bolsheviks are put on trial and 
('UlC\Itcd. 
11us IS only the beguwng Of other trials. Olhcr C.~IIOil.\ of top So\'ict 
oflic:lals. old Bolshe\.ik and oppositiorust,, 

What's Jt<)ing on! 
IN: outcome of thefm.t F'~Ycar Pl.1n in 1933 had beenadiSlSter Suhn 

l1()!dcd 'G~b. 
In 1934 a Stabrust leader m Lerungrad. Serge K.u'o'-. wa.) ~~~.• .. '\inatal. 
Kiro'- h3d n!at\-ed more \Oles than Slahn at the prtecdm~ Party 
Co~ K.lro\ h.'ld abo called for an end to thc JX.'nCCUtion of the 
OppOSIUOI\JM Stalin hJd him kil.lc:d But the: blame was put on linovlC\ 
and Kamen&.•v. and the ~-.,.cnt \\~ u:;c:d to launch .. 

THE GREATEST PURGE IN HISTORY 

· ro put to tkath thuompaniom of ILJUn. to dt.'Ctl»(Jtt' tl~ old panr. and 
to stand idly b) ""tie tht' MJrklllg rlas.t of Spain 114f m~ 
would l1111t! hNn 10 abl tr.uk the nunk. to offer the moSJ St!rlowfoodfOf' 
TrotMc)'ISI cntirom and to ct~tnprotm.~ ~t.'IJ /Ill rcmaimng ~mhlm~ of 

Kiruv 

m olutionaTI fm!Sli/{t; "luk 10 appear bc:{ore the Russian P«Jpk mid tl~ 
11'01'king claG of the,. 'Orid as tht' SO\ 'four of Spanish tkmomr). "ould 
coni{JC1ISOtt! for plmt) of misdcl.'ds and politiro/{1 ('()t~SC)/jdatt hi~ '"ime. • 1112'-.....;.a~ 
\ 1rtor Serge 
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ACT 4: OEMONISM AND INQUISITION 
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~ "'unch lik1. the ronfessiOOS ol "1 ~k\bt-fa- .... ,T'Cd«:r.· a<XU."iCd 
of ~~ So\-.et industry and at1lCUhUre. . 

Can you ~ 1 rol~k) ob SaLln? Han! to b.:br.'\'1:., J\Ut ~en to 
7ino\'ic\· at hb ln.11 • 

l M defectve Bdsl1eV!sm betAme 1-mnsf>rmed 
~ ant- &,kllevis-m, And tf1tD~n Trotskyism 
I arrived err rnS"clsln . Trdf-skyism IS a. VaYiety 
of {oscism, 4nd Z1noviev1sm is a vanety of 

' 



5MIRHOV 
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J 'o:ro:Julrm~. a T ...ari-.t exile 
1¥:'-'~P?f a:lcbratcd the fir.;t 
~ 1 nai of the c;!Xteen \\ith a 
poem.~ A~ 1936 

We tlumk thee. Sta/111' 
Si.XIC.'Cil \'COLOldrl'l~. 
Sixtt.'C11 bwcht.n of the fatherland. 
Han? beet1 gathcrc:cl to their forefather.;. 

Bw "Ill on/1 Sn1cm. 
Gi\e tiS fon_r. 
Gn e tC~ huJUirecL\, 
J1zou.~nd\. . 

Make a britlge aero.\.~ the Mo.~cow m:er. 
A bridge " it how wu en andJ~~1l.\ . 

bridge of So\'let cYrrrwn 
And add tlzy carcass 

..._._.... /() t!U? fe\1! 

1 
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AleXAAdra ~lin~, 
trordered by Stalin 

~~"f~r.~ 
rqllicd: r -J ~ 
Indignation, anger. revulsion? Yer. ~ven t~mporary 
weariness. All this is human, onlv too human. &t I will 
not believe that you MY! succwi1bed to pessimism. 7his 
would be like passively and plaintively taking wnbrage at 
history. How can one do that? 'History has to be taken as 
it is'; and when she allows herself:,uch extraordinary and 
[tlthy outrages, one must f~lu her back with one's [ISIS. 
Trotsky 
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Stalin~ ~ 
allemativc to ~the 
p!(tlft was bak by 1939. 

AU anr~talini.t;t f orces had been wiped out; Trotskyism. 
Zinovievism and Bukharinism, aU drowned in blood. 
had, like some AtlanJis, vanished from all political 
horizons: and he himself, (Trotsky). was now the sole 
jl/T\!ivor of Atlamis. 
haac Dwtscher 

------~-~~-----------------------

Sole survivor? Not quite! Trouky p~pared for the found.ing 
corue~ncc of the Founh International ~hich took pia~ m 
September 1938 in Paris. It was a gat henna of frotskyiSis from 
ele\'en countries. On the eve of the holocaust Trotsky re-affirms 
his bchef in the ultimate desuny of the oppressed " orkers and 
peasants of the world. Thtir right to rultl 
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A Stahnum and I &Ct m tntum.-uist'd the European "orl.:ms 
c:la '• Trotsky rematned the onl) tnrxasl theoreuc:aan \lohO 
anal} d both \\llh das~ aon 11: lucidat) 
Exaled, Trot " \\C:nl (rom fur~~ IO r ranee, ~Or\\ ), •nd In 
M eXICO \\here he re t Ia t .. ~ \ Ill h ~ fe 
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l1te j1m11t cif WI' Jwivnan pa.\.\Ml hun~t·d u1 him a,, 
(~erce and hriglu as ever. And he }!tl\'<"' proqf of a force c/ 
charucter supt'rior to rlrar '' luch he had n£'('(/( cl and IJIJll vw"n in 1917. Isaac Oeut'ldlcr 

l1w exptril'IU'e5 of my lt{e. u1 nhich tlu>re /10.' hem no 
luck of eulwr srJCceu or (ailureJ. luL\ nor on~a· not 
de.Hrvycd my faith in the ck'ar. bright (wure o[munk inti 
hw. on the comrarJ, has gnm iran inde.stn1ctible temper 
71ril fmrh uJ reason. in truzh. u1 hwnan f;O/idanty. ullich 
at the age of tightem I tuok u ith me imo the workers 
quartm q{ the pro' mew/town of NiA.olayev-thi'ifaith I 
htn-e presen'C'cl more full; mul completeh• It ha) her:ome 
mort· mawre. bw not te.~ ardnu Trobk) 

_..,.._...,..,n 20 ugu"t t940.a(,Jillagcnt. Ramon tcrcader. assanated 
by a blo~~; from an u:e-p t to the ~kull I rotsl~ died the 

d ) and wa~ buned tn Mexico < I) 

• 

<J 
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TESTAMENT 
For fort .. tltr~e .Yf:l!rS of m_y conscious lilt! I have rema.i~d a. revolutionist; for forty-tWDof 
them ~ have fought under the o(VI(Jer of_ 
Marx1sm. If 1 had to begin all over agam I 
would of course try to a. void this or that 
mistake, but the main courre of my life 
would remain unchanged. I shall ilie a 
proJeta.rian revolu~io!'ist, a. Marxist, cl 
dialectical mater1a/ist, and,cons~uentty, 
an irreconcila.ble atheist. My filitbin 
the communist futur~ of mankind is not 
less ardent, indeed it is firmer toda.y, 
than It was- in the d~s of my .Youth. 
Nata.sha hu just come up to the winJow 
from the courtyard ctnd opened it wider 
so tha.t the air may ~ter mo,.e {,.eely 
into my room. lca.n see the bright gre-en 
strip of grass benea.th the walt; ani/ the 
clear blue sky above the waJ/, and 
sunlight everywhere. Life is &ea.utiful. 
Le~ thefuture.genera.ti~ns cleanse it of all 
eVIl, oppress•on, and vtolence a.nd etyoy 
it to the fuiJ • 

Leon Trotsky 
27 Februar.Y 1940 
Coyoac.a.n, Me xi co. 

niE LEGACY OF TROTSKY 

Trouh. ideas, nd h as personality, ronunuc to v.c:a\'e a ~pcll on 
friend' and cncmiC$ ahk:e \\'bat arc th reasons for thiS 

He ·u~ the onl) one. uf Stahn') opponent1~ :P,~F.::;{o:,;d~~ 
" .. happcnmg m Ru ta and v.ho, as a rcsuh· r f the bbour 
decided t~ Tfightk ·~Ultlru1015",1_ !!, !~te ~"P \'m ~nh anub•otac mO\-emcnt rot > "' • t of this v.hJch miltht hn'e n d the antcrnauon~l w~r~crs mo'e,m. en der to ihc fi h b ld nev. organl5llllOn, v.u ,,,a Jn or ~:~·e the ~g 8~~1 ~~ ar:\ and l.cnm. 1 hat fi ht ts far from mer. 

Trc•t k'-" lt"•t"' 15 the unfinished tru ale: for prolctari nf 
J e- J •• 1 and the O\.ercomm~ o dcm~nc~ . toforr gc~yamle n:~~ll~~ in the ' I bud Work! , for burcaucrac~. "" 

mtcmauonalism 
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BOOKS ON TROTSKY 

There are many, end st .. dlly tncteasmg numbers of books on aspects of 
TrotJkV's life htsldlas and the 'puzzle' of his personality The foHowtng 
ere only a ve;y few, lntendtd to lead to more tpee.ahst reldmg if thtt IS 
w ished 

l11ac Deutacher The Prophet Armed. The Prophet Unermed. end The 
Prophet Outcast Ollford Unlvera1ty Preu, 1n vanouted1tlonsava1lableln 
tho US and UK. Thlt trtlogy, a monumental biography, Is a classic and 
remains lndtspenllble. By fer the beSt treatment of Trotsky's life and 
thought by a Menust historian. Should be read w ith h1s Stalin. also 
available from OUP. 

Irving Howe Leon Trotsky. Oxford University Press and Viktng Press, 
New Yortc. NOc unsympathetic to Trotsky But does noc entirely succeed 
In ldentifytng h is contrtbutton to Marxism. 

Ernett Mendef, Trotslcy. A study in the DynamiC of H1s Though«. New 
Left Boou, London and Schoctten Books. New York. Excellent overall 
introduction to Trotsky's Ideas Also contams a useful crr11cal 
bibliography for funhor reading. 

Ronald Segal, Leon Trotsky. Pantheon Boob. New York and HU1Chln­
son, London Good study of the 'paradoxet" behind Trot&lcy't relation 
topowor. 

VIctor Serge, hiS novels about the Revolution provide truthful. sym­
pathetic testimony· ConqutJredCJty. avai lable in paperbadt from 
Writers and Readers, London and TIN ~se of Comrade Tulayev. 
Doubleday, New 'tbrk and Penguin Books, London. H1s non· fictiOn 
Includes, Mem0111 of a R~olvtiOnarv. Oxford Universrty Press. Year 
One oft,. Ruuien Revolution. Allen Lane, The Pengu;n Preu, Lon­
don, and From Lenin to S~lin. Monee! Press, New 'lbrk. 

Edmund Wilton, To T,. Fmllmd S~tion, Farrar, Straus & Giroux, New 
'lbrtc end Macmillen, London. Includes a sympathetic introductory pot· 
trait of Trotsky, aa well as o f Lenin, w ithm the European radical tradi­
tion 

Bertram D. Wolfe, Three Who M•d• A Revolution, Dell, New York and 
Penguin, London. Contains a study of Trotsky. plus Len•n and Stalin, In 
the formative years prior to the 1917 RevolutiOn. 

BOOKS BY TROTSKY 

from 1923 to 1927 the Stilt PubllshlngHouse inMosc~produced 13 
volumes of Trotsky' I Collected Works and 6 volumea of h1s -1tmga on 
mllctary subjects Stalin stoPPed them 

No complete collectiOn 1n Enghsh vet ex1111: but PethfmdM Press 
New York, publilhea the nearest thtng to one. Writmgs of Leon Trotsky 
1929·1940 12 volumes, 1972·78. 

Trotsky's 'major works, listed below , avlllableln the US end UK from 
Pathhnder Press are referred to solely by publication date, unless 
otherwil4t stated. 

The Challenge of the Left OppoSition, 1975. 
T,. Fint Five Year.s of the Communllt 
International (2 volumea), Monad Preas, 
New Yorlt 1973. 
History oft,. Russian R~olution, 1976 
eriCI Pluto Press, Lorldon, 1976. 
In Defense of Marxism, 1973 
Leon Trotsky Spelks, 1972. 
Literature and Revolution. Unlverslry of 
MJChlgen Press, 1960. 
Military Writings, 1969. 
My Life, 1970 and Penguin Books. London, 
1975. 
1905. Ptngutn Books, London, 1974. 
On Britain, Monad Press, New Yort. 1973 
On France, Monad Press, 1968 
The PermaMnt Revolution. 1969 
Problems of the Chmeu Revolution, 
Universi ty o f M ichigan Press. 1957. 
Problems of Everyday I.Jfe, Moned Press, 
New York. 1973. 
Results end />rwp«U, 1978. 
TheRevolutionBetnyed, 1972. 
The Spanish RevolutiOn (19J I.J9), 1972. 
Stal1'n, Stein & Day. New 'tbrk, 1970 
The StMin School of FalsifJCetiOn~ 1972. 
The Struggleii!Jalnst Fascism If) uermany. 
1971ariCI Pelican, London, 1976. 
Terrorism and Commumsm. University o f 
M ichigan Press, 1961. 
Their Morals and Our.r, New Perk. 1974. 
Third lntem6tional After LM1f11971. 
The Transitional Program for ;:,ocl•hst 
Revolution, 19-r.J. 
Trotsky's Diary in Exil~ A theneum 
Publishers. New York, 1964. 
Women •nd tha Family, 1973 
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WHO'S WHO 

0~ 

'"'- Bund : in 1897 the secret cells o f tho 
Jewish Soclii-Democ:ra tsof Russia n Poland 
and Uthua nia held a meet•ng at Vilna a nd 
organiMd the Generel Union of Jewis h 
Workers. known u the Bund. Mainly com­
poMCI of factory·workers a nd a111»ns. 11 
was Russ•a's first Sociai· Oemocrat•C mess 
orgenisation It was part of the Russian 
Soc.ei· Democralic Labour Party IRSDLP) 
untll the Peny's 2nd Congress in 1903 when 
11 opposed Lenm's concept of a cent~hst 
peny. When 111 demand f~ a fedtrettd 
structure in which the Bund would r~ 
~ent JewiSh worKers was reJected, it spl1t. 

Ctnt~l Commln": the elected execu1rve 
boctV of the Bolshevik Party lend loter. at the 
7th Congress. Merch 1918. the Russ,.n 
Commutllst Pany) It is e lected by delegatas, 
themselves duly elected, to the Pony Con· 
grtlltl. In May 1917 the Central Comm•nM 
consisted of Lenin, Z•ncw~ev. Kamenev. 
M•lyutln. Nogon, Sverdlov, Sm1lga, Sta lin and 
Fedorov 

Com Intern: Me Third International. 

G.P.U. : the •n•toels stand for State Political 
Directorate, tho Soviet pol•tal pollee. 
Under Sta lin n became the most powerlul 
section of thtstett a~retus between 1922· 
34 Prev oualy, between 1917·22 It was 
known es the Cheke, and after 1934 under 
various Initials NKVO, MVD and KGB 

THE INTERNATIONALS: 
.. .., .... ~·r·· ;.-;;-: .. 

The Firat lntometlonal: shortened name of 
the Internationa l Workingmen's AssoclattOn 
ln!lp4red by ~rl Marx m 1864 After the 
defeat of the PerJS Commune in 1871 end 
the onMt of reec:teon 1t dwindled end was 
wound up •n 187&. 

The Second lntemetionel· orgeniSed tn 
1889 as the suceneor to the Forst. A 1ooto 
anoc: .. teon of nateonal a nd riYOiut•onary 
elements The organ111ng Congress of 1889 
met •n Pens under the .nspmng mfluenc:e of 
the Gormen Sociai· Democreuc perhtmen· 
tary victory ow r Bismarc:k. The outbrttk of 
war In 1914 saw •ts mator secteons VlOittlng 
the elementary principles of soclahst •nttr· 
netlontliam end supponing the11 respect" .. 
lmperoehst governments. It fell open d uring 
the Flrst World War. but was rtYived as 1 
reformist counter -pole to Lenin1sm 1n 1923 
It 1t1ll hat an off•ce end e Secretary. 
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The Third lnttmttlonal: the Communist 
lnternauonal: the Commtern, organised by 
Lenin and the Bolsheviks In 1919 to gu1de 
nascent, world -wide Communist parties, 
and as a revolutionary succeuor to the Sec­
ond. During Lenin's lifetime Its world con­
gresses wete held annually In 1943 Stalin 
dissolved the Com intern to show goodWi I 
to Churchll end RooseveiL 8ut its Cold War 
shadow, the Commform, based on the 
major Eur~ parties. survived till 1956 

The Fourth International: founded by L.ton 
Trotsty in 1938 as a rtvoluttOnarysuceessor 
to Stahn's Commtem Troclky'l hopes of II 
btc:oming a mess •n ternateona l movement 
were m11taken. lsollttOn end peratcuteon led 
to frequent apllts. The 11th World Congress 
was held In t 979. While remelnlng tht only 
organised revoluuonary curr•nt on an Inter· 
nationll scale, the Fl has yet to win a mass 
peny to hs ronks. Its best· known Ieeder 
today Is Ernest Mendel. 

Merlvsyontsy: lite ra lly the Pttrogred lntM· 
<kstrlct IMtlhrayonnaya). elooaa·knlt group 
Of anti•war IOCIIIiltS whtch InCluded 
Trotslcv. Joffe. Ryaunov. luMCharsllv. 
PolciOYSky end other future leaders of the 
October RevoluttOn, who were ne1thtr 
Bollhevlu nor Menshevoks when the group 
formed 1n 1913 

... · .......... ·:-:-
:- ;.<- :o..;..xve-

NtrodniiL: from nerod, the people. populism. 
A democratic movement which aroM tn mid· 
19th century Russia . 111 founders, radtctl 
Intellectuals like Ntkolai Chernvshevsky. 
Pavel Lawov. Mikheil Bekunon, loolttd upon 
the pe ... ntrv as a re-.olu11ontry ctaas and on 
communal f~ms of peasant economy as the 
nucleus of a un,quety Russoen lund of 
soc,.hsm. N•rodn•ks hcped Russ,. would 
come to toe~aliem Without go.ng through • 
ctpotalist phase of hJStortc development. 
Some Narodnlks pursued terroriSt methods, 
others prefened propaganda. aotnt. like 
Plekhanov. tumtd to Manusm PopuliSm rt· 
emerged as the mfluent ie l Socia l· 
Revolutionary Party in 1902. 

Po litbu ro : executive committM of • and 
elected by • the Centrtl Comm•ttee of the 
Ruulen Commun•st Piny. Its formal 
orgenisauon dates fro m the 8th Congress 
1 g19 aa the ruling body of the Perty and the 
Soviet state Its euthor•ty g reduelfy sh1fted 

to Stalin. The hrat PolitbUro of 1919 con· 
silted of Lenin, Trotsky. Kamenev. Bukhenn 
e nd Sttlin. 

Soclai·Democracv: the name was bor· 
r~ from French republican politics o f the 
18401 by the German soc:lalist F~rd tntf!d 
ussatte. Lassatte's follOwers believed '" 
ach•evlng IOcla iJSm through state reforms 
and cooperetivtl Another current of Gar· 
men aocialiam. the Eisenacher. ltd by a 
Marxist, Wilhelm Uebkneetlt. were m~• 
mUitant In 1875. at Gotha, these two cu r· 
rents un1ttd to form the Sociehs t LabOr 
Party of Germany. Mane's Crit~que of .the 
Gothl Progremmt. DemocratiC MarxiSm 
was defined bv Engel$ and Karl KautSky in 
the Erlurt Programme of 1891. The nemes of 
Merxand Engela, its size end SUCCHI in par­
liament. gave the German SOP great prot· 
tige It was the guerdtan of o~odox Merx· 
lstn the modtl of the soc•el-democratlc 
maS.. movement of the 111901 e nd ~he lead-
1ng party o f the Second lnte mauonal .. In 
1898 the hrst congress o f Russlen SoQal· 
Democratic orgen~S~tions mit at Minsk With 
& deltgtttl from Russ11 end 3 from the 
Bund and founded the Russian Soaal· 
Democratic Labour Party IRSDLP) IS the 
politicallf'lltrumtnt of the RuSSian working 
clan. The RSDLP bel1eved that 1 bourgtoll 
revoluuon Which would transform the 
Tsarist staie into a liberal. ctpitahst de moc. 
racy must prectdt socitlism After the split 
11 tht 1903 London Congress, L•n•n ltd the 
Bolshevik faction of the RSDLP to a final 
ebandonment of the bourgeo•s revolution 
idea. Today. after the debacle ?f the First 
World war, tho October Revol~uon and ~he 
rise of Hitler the political meanmg of SOCltl· 
Dtmocrscv' remsirtS a non-revolutionary. 
centrist. par1iementary end stat•form road 
to social• am. 

Soviet: Ru111an for counc•l g~rally; but 
now usuelly des gnatH the spec1fic inst•tu· 
t•on wtuc:h mobll•std the massee. lltztd 
power end became lat first actually, later 
nominally) the government of Russia. 

United Front: Jnternetlonahst strategy 
devised by the Bolshtv•ks to unite the 
working c less against the common enemy. 
Unity designed to combine ell workers' 
pert111 regerdless of their pohtlctl af­
flllatloos In joint s truggle. One mtJOr oondo· 
tlon on the use of this tact•c is that 
r11101utionarv pentts must a t e n t•mes 

preserw the•r politocel mdependence. 
D•ffers from the Po pular Front: a tactic 
devised by the Bulganan Stalinist. Georgi 
Dlmttrov. in 1935 to enable Communist 
parties to move away from ultra -left sec· 
tarls nism which had led to Hitler's victory. 
Sought to un•te workers' pert1as With 
boutgootl ones to safeguard bourgeois 
democracy But failed to do so both in Spa •n 
and France In the 1930s The Popular Front 
ctn bt seen as a Pftcursor of Euto­
Commumsm 

Nikolai lva novfc:h Bukharfn 11888-1938): 
parents, Moscow schoolteachers Joined 
the BolsheVIks as a student organlser 1906. 
Co-opted to the Moscow Party on 1908 end 
repettadly arrested in the follOWing years. 
Spent some ume abroad. Returned to Mol· 
cow via Japan to take pert in the October 
Revolution. Considered one of the Bollh• 
v•ks'lteding theorists Elected to the Central 
Committ" at the &h Party Congrt11 Occu· 
pied key positions in the revolutiOn, as Poht· 
buro member. Comlntem Executive Com­
min" member. a.nd f~ three yean 
co-leader with Stalin of the Communist 
Party. lniutlly on the extreme left of the 
Party. After L~n~n's death. moved to the 
nght and linked up WtthStehn 1n 1926 when 
he wu eppointed Pres•dent of the Comll~· 
tem. Served fouryeera ts Stalin'aldtologllt 
end apologist. After utl11slng him against the 
Left Oppoaition. Stalin had h im a rrested and 
tried. Main defendant at the Third Moscow 
ltlal, found guilty and sente~ to d!Jath. 
Lenin had desctobed him H the favorote of 
the Party', but elso ••.'soft wu ... on which 
eny demagogue ctn 1nscr bt whltevtt he 
hkes: 

Leon Blum 11872·19501 French statesman 
end soc:lalist. Secretary o f the parliament try 
group of the Soc;aelist Party. In 1921, when 
tllt PartY split. he ltd tht minonty group that 
refused to allow the Soc•al•st Ptrty to bt 
effiha ted wth the Third lntttnatlonal. 
Headed the 1936 Popular Front blOC of~ 
munlsts. SoCialistS and Radlctl Socle hsts. 
Firat Socialist to becoml! premier, 1938. 
Imprisoned during the Nez• Occupation. 

et.leng Kelsl\ek 11887·1975): first met tho 
groat rtpubl can. Sun Yatsen. wh1lt anend­
lng Mihtary College In Tokyo. Led the 
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bourgeois nationaliSt Kuomontang (People's 
Pany) ol China duronQ the 1925-27 revolu­
tiOn. Hailed as an ally by Stalin. Choang'e 
~II 1927 coup in Shanghai led to the 
musacra ol Chinese COmmunosll and 
ttade·unionosts Oele81ad In 1949 by Mao 
Tsetung'e Red Army end fled to Tarwan 
where he ntabhshed e bl• from whiCh hos 
ton IIIII rules. 
Friedrich ~ (1871·1925): fors:t Pr•ident 
of the Weomar Republoc. Beeeme active in 
the trade union movement while a eaddler 
and rosa raptdly on the Socialist Perty. 
Labour secretary In Bremen. elected to 
Rtichlteg (parliament) in 1912, voted for the 
war budget 81 the outbreak of World War 
One leader o l the Mejority Socialists in 
1916 Beeamt heed ol the provis•onal gov 
ernment of the German Republic In 1919 
when Kaiser Wilhelm II abdicated. Another 
Soelai·Oemoerll. Philipp Sdleldemann 
11865-1939), becemt Ch~lor of the 
Republic; end a trade-unionist member ol 
the Retehstag. Gustav Noske (1868-1946) 
~nteered tc;> ~IS military bloodhound In 
hiS post as Moruster of o.tenc:e. NosJct w11 
rMpOnsible for the killings ol the Spertaast 
leaders Ron Luxemburg and Karl Ueb­
knecht.. He was PrHident ol Hanover 
1920-33. 

Ftanelseo Franco 11892·1975): Spenosh 
ge~el lnd dlallor, born In El Ferrol 
prov.nce ol Galoaa From Tetuan In Solnish 
Moroc:co organiSed trenspon of foreogn 
legionnaires and c:olonoal troopc to the 
mainlend to launch a coup d 'etll egaonstthe 
elected Republieen government of Speln 
Although franco had mlhtary aid from Hrtlar 
and MuaohnotowintheCovoiWar. heetayed 
neutral durong the Second World War At 
8urgoe, 1936, Franco wasotwHted With the 
title ol El C.udollo The United NatiOnS 
resotuhon to osolate Franco dfplomatocalty 
was ra\oiOittd in 1950. Frenco was In good 
~ending with the Western Powers. recelv­
ong over 842 million in eradot from the 
Export·lmport Bank by 1951 

Adolph Abrlmovlcto Joffe (1883·19271· 
from a Wtlhhy Jewish me~nt lam• tv oi 
the Crimee. Redieel ttudent Studied "' 
Berton where he became 1 member of the 
RSOLP. Expelled from Germa.ny on 1907 11 
an "undesirable alien': Drifted to Vienna 
where he met Trouky and holpod him to 
publish the V1tnnese Pr•vd•. Ut•long 
friendlhlp With l'i'otsky. Joffe donated h11 
tnltrttnheriteneetothe Party. Suffered from 
nervoue eilmtnll and wu ti'Htad by 
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Freud's follower. Alfred Adler Jooned the 
BolsheVIkS woth Trotaky a nd the 
Melhreyontay on 191 7 and was put on the 
Centre! Commlnee. Lenin greatly prlttd his 
lilts as a dtplomet Trollky stated thll the 
Revolution .. did much more than PlY· 
c:hotnalys•• to libtrett JoHe from hiS 
complexes. .. A$ Sovietambtllldor to Bet lin 
he made the embusy 1 centre for 
~utlonary pr~nda Expelled and 
diplometoc rtllloons lui9Cndod. Illness end 
despeir ltd him to c:omm ot suiCide In 1928 
an act which gained polotleel ~~gnolieence 
because of his famous lener to Trotsky. Hra 
funera l wee the 1111 publocdemoostrltion by 
Trotllcyosta In the USSR 

lev Borlaovidl Kamenev lftoa«<leld) (1883-
1936): TrOIIIcy'e brother-in-lew. Born in Mos­
cow; fllher, engineer. Became lttfiCted to 
Mane ism 11 a student in l1fl11 In Paris 1902 
met Lenin lnd btelme e close auppgrte; 
and eommined Bobhevlk. Edited Proleflry. 
the Perry's central orgen. Leader of the Bol: 
shevdt fac::t10n "' the 1914 Duma (Russian 
pertoamtnt under the Tllr). In 1914, with 
other RSOLP deputltl, Opposed Russia's 
ent.ry Into the war. was lned for tre11on 
conviCted end exiled to Turkhanalc Elected 
to the Central COmminee April 1917 
Kam_enev, hke Zinoviev, OPpOsed the Octo­
t:ltf lnturrtetlon. Deputy Chauman under 
Lenon 1n the Council ol People's Commi .. 
s.ars •.nd the Council of llbour end Oefenoe. 
Appointed by Lenin homself as Lenin's liter­
ary executor and editOr of Lenon 's Collectlld 
Works. First president of the lenin Institute 
In 1919, lithe front as an eKtraordonary reP: 
resentatlve of the Counc•l ol Defenc. Shot 
by Sttlln'e order 11 a self-confessed iraitor 
Ill the purg• of 1936.. 

Karf Kauuky (1854-1938) one of foremost 

leadera lnd Mlrxlst thtorrats of German 
Soc:•ai· Oemoeraey and the Second lnter­
neuonal prior to the war In 1917 helped 
found the Independent Soeiii ·Dtmoerlllc 
Perty (USPO). When 011er half its members 
IPio1 in 1920 and JOined the German 
Commun.st Party, Kautllcy ltd the remainder 
beet to the Second International tn 1923 
Bec.me 1 leading opponent of the Octobei 
Revolution and the subjec1 of f11rce enaeks 
by Lenon and Trotllcy who hid once eon· 
siderod themeelves his pupils. 

Alexander fyodOrovidl KtJenaJcy (1881 · 
1970) born. hke Lenon, In Slmberlk of peny 
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nobll•ty. llw grtduete. 1904, Specjehsed on 
delend•ng soeoahsts. Member of the out· 
lewed Soeiai-Revolutoonary Perty Elected t 
Trudovok. or l..lbour Party, member to the 
Founh Duma on 1912. Voct· Chaorman oft he 
Pttrograd Soviet. but accepted post 11 
Monister of Justice on the bourgeoos 
provisiOnal government fotmtd by Pronce 
Lvov on March 1917. Beeeme Monister of 
Ww. May 1917. andcontlnuedtheoffensive 
agaonst Germany and Austro-Hungery 
Became Pnme Monrattf efter raorganosatoon 
of the proviaoonal government on July, 
1917.He fled Petrograd. end left Russia. 
when the BolsheYlkl seozed power. 

Alexandre Mlkhailovna K~ontai (18n -
1952): from e wea'lhy lend own ng femily . 
her fathef, a T sarist gener tl. P riv ttely ed uee· 
ted, to 1SOI1tt her from possoble revolutoon· 
ary con11mlnation Sympathetic to Narod· 
nik terrorlem. Early morriage to OKaPI 
parental control did not last long. Joined 
edueetional and culturalsoaetoes, all con­
cerned With eid to rtvo0utionann . Studied 
economic:a abroad Boeeme a Sociel· 
Oemoerat and Mendll. Witnessed the 
Bloody Sunday massacre of 9 Januery 1905. 
Orgenised meetonga for women workers 
Soelellll feminist, held thll women workore 
should not be organised sapar11ety I rom the 
Party. but thlt a sPecial bureau onside the 
Party should defend their onltttsts 
Anraeted to Bollhtviem, but between 1905-
15was a Menshevik. Comml111r for Burtlu 
forWorltAmongWomen In 1917. Member of 
the Wo rkere' Opposition from 1919-22. St• 
lin detached h• from the Left Opposition by 
making her 1 dlplomet. As embassador to 
SWeden she delivered Stalin's ultimatum to 
the government which had been prepered 
to grantlfotaky 1 visa. She diad peacefully 
In Moscow-the~ figure from the oppo­
sifon whom Stalin did not execute. 

Nikolli N. Krt11inaJc\11883· 1938): born In 
Mogolyov on the Onleper. eon of radoctl 
onttllec:luels. LAiw graduete from St 
Petersburg UnrV'trllty 1907 Remained a 
barrister till 1917. Bolshevik since 1907. 
Stood 81 Bolshevik ctndldltt to the Fourth 
Duma eltc1oons. ArrHttd w ith OCher 
deputltl end deported on 1914 to the Urals. 
People's Commossar forFlnenceon 191Bind 
liter Deputy Commilllr for Fore1gn Atletra 
till 1935. Made his mark u a Soviet doplomtt 
elter being sent abroad lor hll Trotskyist 
aympethltl Repudoated the ()ppos1tion on 
1928 E.pelltd from the Perry 1n 1935 and 

troed in the BukharH'l ·Rvkov Thord Moscow 
Trial In 1938 Sentenced and shot 
Rehlb.htated October 27. 1963. Ylt a 
lengthy apprecoatlon In lrv•.s111 

Nadez.hda Kon~tantinovna KNI)Ibya 
(1869·1939): born In St Petertburg. father a 
court offoc1al With liberal sympathees. 1891 · 
8 'N!Orttd t1 attechtr giving ewnong classes 
to worbrs Bec.mt en early Manc11t Met 
Lenon. became his legal Wlfl to ac:c:ompany 
him H'IIO Soberoan exole. Bolshevik Party 
worker. Commissar for Adult Edueetoon. 
Wroce numerous works on education. After 
Lenin'sdtath wanted to make his Testament 
ptbhc. Hef P'OPOSII was dtleatad tJr 30 
11101ts to 10 on the Central Committee. 
Sympathosad With the OppositiOn, but under 
thrtlt.s and intomldltJOn she eapnullled to 
Stalon end rema1ned a silent. tormented 
witness to the liquidation ollenon·s closest 
collaborators 

S.la Kun (1888· 19391 le*r of the 
Hungaroan Communost Piny end held of the 
lhort· livad Hungatian Soviet RepubliC 1919. 
Became e Com1ntorn func:toonaryWtth ultra­
leftlll views, and l11er a rabldanto· Trotskyist. 
Executed duron9 the purges of 1939. but 
pertielly raheblhtllad In 1956. 

Yuri Oslpovlcto Martov (TMCHtblum) 
(1873-1923). grendlonof promonent Jewilh 
edrtor end publiCISt. Began a revolutionary 
eereer IS 1 ltudent 11 St Petersburg, 
expelled end arrested severaltimM In Vilne 
In the1890s pllyed en Important role in the 
lorma110n of the Bund and the roslng labour 
movement With Lenon, a founder of the 
League ol Struggle for the Emancopetlon of 
the Wortong Clau, e.nd together With lenH'l 
arrested 1n St Petersburg. 189e. and 
Mntenced to S1beroa Ed1tor and eo-founder 
ol /.skn in 1900 With Lenon, Plekhenov. 
Axelrod. Veri Zasulich end Potresov. 
Menshevok leader after 1905·7, fevoured 
dtllelopment cl orthodox Minuet Soaal· 
OemoeriiCV by legel means Oppoltd the 
outbreak of war but at.> LAinln"e cell for 
revolutionary Civol war. Returned to RuSIII 
May 1917. Supported a soeoahst coalitiOn 
government and wtl agaonll Soviet seozure 
of power. At the Congrell of Sovlell on 
October spoke egalnst the Bolshevik asuult 
on the Winter Pllece, end later Lenin's 
dissolutiOn of the ConstJtutnt Assembly. In 
1921 with Lenin'e perm7uion left for Ger· 
many. 
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Pavel N . M llyukov ( 1859· 1 9431: diS· 
t lngu1shtd histor~an. publicist and libe~al 
polit ician. In 1895 forbidden to teach et 
MosQow Univefaity because of h1s libe~l 
views. Leader of the COnst1tuuona1 
Democratic Pany (C8detsl and P1om1nent 
member of all the Dumas. M inister of 
Foreign Affairs in the Provisronal Govern· 
ment. resigned April 1917. One of the more 
capable of the liberal bourgeois opponents of 
8olshev1sm. 

Willi M Unzenberg: (1889·1940): German 
Communist leader. Secretary of the Inter· 
natrona! Soelahst Youth League 1914-21 
and then the Young Communrst Inter· 
national. Later an 1mponant organizer and 
COmmunist deputy In the Relehstag 1111 
1933. Broke with the Pany in 1937 after the 
Moscow Trials Found hanged in Franca in 
1940 after an escape from an Internment 
camp. His death Is variously ascribed to the 
Gestapo and the NKVO. 

Alexander Lazarevlch Parvua (Helfand) 
!1868-1924): bom in M insk province. raised 
m OdNsa. Successful career as journalist in 
German lell-wing press and as intermediary 
between German and Russian Social­
Democrats. Organised publicttton of Iskra 
in Leipzig. Wrth Trotsky, a leader of the 1915 
Petersburg Soviet. Escaped from Siberia. 
Became extremely rich 1n Turkey and Bel· 
kens between 1910·15 and tcted u ~o­
between with Gorman Ministry of Forergn 
Affairs. Arranged with Germany the safe­
cond uct of Lenin and others to Russia. 
Helped f1nance the Bolshavikt; but h is 
ahady pro-German dealings alienated Lenin 
who refused him entry to Russia after the 
October Revolution. 

George Valent lnovlch Plakhanov (1856-
19181: bom Tambov province of noble fam­
ily. While a student of m in1ng in St. Peters­
burg, j oined Narodniks. In 1897 he led a 
Narodnlk faction, Chorny Peredel (Black 
Partit ion ). wh ich opposed terrorist 
methods. He abtndoned Narodnik peasant 
socialism and in exlht. w ith P.B. Axelrod and 
Vera Zasuhch, formed the M arx1st Eman­
cipation of Labour group in 1883 w hich 
laid the foundat ion of Russian Social· 
Democracy. As intellectual leader of the 
movement, 'The father of Russtan Marx1sm' 
Influenced a whole generation of m ihtentt 
Including Lenin. His many writ ings popul: 
arlsed Marxism in Russia. He espoused the 
doctrine of eeonomrc determination which 
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established a close relation berwe.n dialec· 
tical materialism and the physical SCitnc.t. 
Afler 1903 he sided with Mensheviks In 1914 
he insisted on paniclpation in the defence of 
Russ1a and OppOSed the Bolshevik tactic o1 
defeattsm He continued to oppose the 
Bolsheviks allar the 1917 revolutton, but 
was osolated from the Mensheviks too 
because of h1s pro· war stand. He d.ed In 
ex1le rn F.ntand. 

Karl Berngardovlch Radelc (Sobel10hn) 
(1885·1939?) born In Lvov. Poland. brought 
up t7f hiS schoolteacher mother. Became a 
Marxist and Poi1Sh Soe1ai-Democret 
Emigrated to Berl1n, but returned to Warsaw 
for the 1905 revolutiOn. Brilliant journalist , 
notorious at assemblies for h is savage 
tongue and wit Both member of Polish and 
German Soeiai.O.mocreuc Panlfl. an op­
ponent of Rose Luxemburg Attended the 
ZJmmerwald and Keinthat anu-war con· 
ferences. Was 1n the Bolshevik Fore1gn 
Bureau 1n Stockholm dunng the October 
Revolutton; but accompanied Trotsky to 
Brest-Utovsk. Member of the Central COm· 
monee and executrve comm1ttee of the 
Commtern. Sent on a number of mossrons by 
the Comintern to Germany Strong sup­
porter of Trotsky and the Left Oppoeltion. His 

subsequent eapftulatlon toStahn d1d not save 
h1m. Tntd in 1937. found gu1lty, and 
sentenced to 10 year~ imprisonment The 
c.rcumstances of his death are unknown. 

Chria1ian Georvievich Rakovak7 (1873-
1941)· born In Kotel, Bulgarra, o wealthy 
parents and noteble fam1ly prom1nent on the 
struggle for Independence against Turkey 
lnvoiY~d in pohtics as a 14-year-old 
schoolboy. emigrated at 17to Geneva where 
he came under Plekhanov's mfluenee 
Connected With Russia by marriage. 
trevolled there. and was ective in Roumania 
and Bulgaria. Met Trotsky In 1903 and 
became a ltfe-long friend. Close to left­
Menshevism but pertuaded by Trotsky to 
JOin the Bolsheviks. ln 1918 Chairman of the 
Ukrernian Soviet and later So111et am­
bassador to London and Pans. Fought 
bureaucracy tnd Stahn 1n 1923 on the 
quesuon of nattonalit ies. Joined the Left 
Oppoattion in 1927. &.tt in 1934 because he 
considered the USSR rn monel danger from 
Fascism. he rallied to the leadership by 
capitulating to Stalin The exiled Trotsky was 
sheltered by thit decision. Rakovsky was 
framed, accused of be1ng a German agent. 
and sentenced to 1mprosonment et the Third 

Moscow Tnal in 1938 He dlod m a concan· 
tratlon camp. probebly In 1941 • 

VIetor Serge (Kibalchlchl (1890-1947): bom 
on Belgium . his father an exiled Narodnik 
and mother of Polish gentry. A relative, 
N1kolat lvanovich Kibalchich, a Narodnik 
theonst, was a chemist ac:cuaed of manufae-­
turi~ the bombt that blew up Tsar Alexan­
der II m 1881. Serge's political activity began 
1n the enarchist movement of pre·1~14 
F~nce. His friends were guillotined for their 
pan in terrorism. 1917 found him In Barce­
lona taking pan in a doomed uprising with 
his synd1callst comrades. Arnvlng in Russia 
on 1919 joined the Comlntarn as editor, 
administrator and agentabroed. Joined the 
Left Opposition, w as Imprisoned and 
deponed to Central As1a. Exiled from Russia 
before the purge trials began. Serqe't Its· 
timony as a noveliat, poet, historoan and 
Journalist reflects the experience of three 
generations of revolutionaries • and their 
annihilat1on. 

Aloxtnder Gavrilovich Shl iapnikov (1886· 
19371. from a poor an1san fam1ly of Old 
Believers 1n Murom. Three years elementary 
schooling. he became a qualrfied fttter and 
turner. and worked as a docker. Became a 
mohtant in the pre- 1905 strike wave by 
reading revolutionary pamphlets. As a 
militant trade union organ1aer was often 
beaten up and erresttd. Became a Bolshev1k 
in 1907 Emigrated on 1908 and worked In 
several European factoroes. Returned to 
Russ1a during the war and on 1916 was 
Cttarrman of the Russian Bureau of the 
Central Comm1uee. Helped set up the 
Petrograd Soviet tn 1917. Chaorman of the 
Metalworkers' Union. SoVIet executtve tnd 
COmmissar for Labour in the frrat Soviet 
government Organised the first armed 
workers ' Red Guard tn the legendary Vyborg 
DIStroc:t On the left-wong of the Pany 
Together w ith Kollonta11n 192 1 founded the 
Workers· Opposit1on. Sent ebroed as a 
diplomat In 1924. Returned 1n 1926 and 
capitulated to Stalin. Expelled from the party 
n a 'degenerate' 1n 1933 Refused to 
collaborate on a show tnel. omproaoned and 
shot In 1937. Pan1ally rehabilitated by the 
Procurator's Offu:e m 1956 

Emil Thaetmann (1 886· 19441· htader oft he 
German Communost Pany after rts Stahnisa· 
tion Ran for President against Hindenburg 
and Hitllf on 1932. Between 1924-33 1eeder 
of the Communist Pany·s Retehstlg f~ct10n 

Atrested by the Nazos In 1933 and murdered 
in a concentratiOn camp at the end of the 
war. 

M ikhail N . TUkhaehevaky (1893·1937): 
from a land-owning famoly. joined Cedet 
Corpa end grad~ttd from a top M ili tary 
Acedemy In 1914. Fought as lieutenant in 
the First World war and taken prosoner by 
the G8fmans. Escaped and returned. Joined 
the Bolsheviks In Aptil 1918 and helped 
Trotsky create the Red Atmy. One of the 
revolutoon's lead1ng mihtlry atrategists. a 
f1ery orator. Ltd the m1lltary supptession of 
the Kronstadt mutiny Fell foul of Stahn. was 
troed and ahot in the army purge In 1937. 
Refused to condemn Trotsky. Stalin htd hos 
eqclre fam1ly kolled, exe81)t for hiS daughter. 
Rehabilitated aller 1956. 

Vert Zatulich (1B51-19191. became a 
Narodnik militant while a student. Shoe and 
wounded the Governor of St Petersburg. 
General Tepov. in ptotest agarnst his ar­
bitrary order under which a Narodnik 
student Bogolyubovwas flogged for fathng to 
remove his hat on Trepov's preserrce. Her 
t rial and aequottal by the jury caused a 
sensation and ·was popularly suppontd. 
Zasuheh. with Plekhanov end others, passed 
from the Chrony Peredel Naroclnlk faction to 
Marxism. and on nile in Geneva helped to 
found Russian Sociai-Demoerecy, co·odited 
lure and sided with Mensheviks after 1903. 

Grig o r l Yevaeyevl c h Zlnov i ev 
(Radomylaky) (1883· 1936): Born rn 
Elizavetgrad, family of dairy farmers. No 
formal edueatoon. Social-Democrat at 18 
and helped orgenise the first economic 
strokes in eouth Ruu1a in 1890 Fled tbroad. 
Met Lenin in 1903 and became a staunch 
supporter. From 1907 permanent member of 
the Bolshevik Cent~l Commtttee. Len1n's 
closeat assistant and eo-editor of all his 
publications. Returned to Russia with 
Lenin 's group. In hidong with Lenon aller the 
abortive July upr1s1no 1917. Desl)lte his. and 
Kamenev·s. d1sagreements with Lenin over 
October remaoned top BolsheVIk 
organlser. Chairman ol Petrograd Soviet. 1n 
charge of North-West Russia 1918·19. and 
heed of Com1ntern in 1919. In 1923-4 
helped Stelin to defeat Trocaky. In 1926 wi1h 
Kamenev led the '\.eningrad Opposition' 
which troed to oust Stalin but was defeated 
by the Stalin-Bukharrn alliance. After lost all 
h1s ma1n po$ts. ,._,ishtd in the first purge. 
the Moscow Trral of August 1936. 
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