






































































































































































































































Antonov-Ovseenko is recalled from Barcelona and executed in 19
tentacles of Stalin's purges now reach into S incii_rdﬂ \\'}"u]]:l L;: I;:
a“%nlstml-;a;m m-slﬁ“h supporters of Trotsky, anarchists and
SO0 S tically 1 " ¢ Stalin®
o o Spas'; . y impnsoned and murdered by Stalin's GPU

MOsScow
s SENDING

YOou Somnye
BULLETS 7

THANK You \

SAY THAT F
YOU KNEW THEY
WERE FOR

T T e e

The anti-fascist resistance was useful—uy i i

: S ! p to a point. But Stal
had no desire to see the Republic win, Demoralgn?linn did its uolr?c
and Spain fell to Franco mn the spring of 1939, '

THE PURGES HAVE BEGUN!

Before Stalin intervenes in Spain, an important event occurs, In August
1936, Zinoviev, Kamenev and 14 other old Bolsheviks are put on trial and
executed.

This is only the beginning of other trials, other executions of top Soviet
officials, old Bolsheviks and oppositionists.

What's going on?

The outcome of the first Five-Year Plan in 1933 had been a disaster. Stalin
needed scapegoats,

In 1934 a Stalinist leader in Leningrad, Serge Kirov, was assassinated.
Kirov had received more votes than Stalin at the preceding Party
Congress. Kirov had also called for an end to the persecution of the
Oppositionists. Stalin had him killed. But the blame was put on Zinoviev
and Kamenev, and the event was used to launch . . .

“To put to death the companions of Lenin, to decimate the oid party, and

to stand idly by while the working class of Spain was massacred,

would have been 10 cast aside the mask, io offer the most serious food for
Trotskyist criticism and to compromise even his remaining semblance of
revolutionary prestige; while 1o appear before the Russian people and the
working class of the world as the saviour of Spanish democracy, would (|
compensate for plenty of misdeeds and politically eonsolidate his regime.” g5
Victor Serge =
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ACT 4: DEMONISM AND INQUISITION

The purges, launched on an immense scale by Stalin in 1936, resemble the Catholic Inquisibon,
What was the Inquisition? Let King Philip 1l of Spain tell us .

avoid the danger of so great an offence to the Holy Faith
Aand the Catholic Religion in this part of the world. R
The General Apostolic Inquisitor of our realms and §
possessions, with the agreement of the members of the 8
General Council of the Inquisition and after consulting)
| Us, has decided to set up the Holy Office of the
d Inquiisition in these new provinces.
| Philip 11 25 Jan "R

Only change a few words—and the Stalinist inquisition i before you.

Victims of the Catholic Inquisition, exorcised of their demons through
torture, used to confess this way .

A o : "

N

¥

3 } . 14 NP IR U R N <

&) | am a satellite and disciple of Satan. For a long time I'was B
SS¥ 7 porter at the gate of hell, but several years ago. with

N eleven of my companions, I began 10 lay waste the

kW /cingdom of the Franks. As we were ordered, we
destroved the corn, the wine and all the other fruits
produced by the earth for the use of man.

.

This sounds like the confessions of “Trotskyist-fas
of sabotaging Soviet industry and agnculture,

Can you recognise Trotsky as Satan? Hard to believe? Just listen 1o |2

Zinoviev at his trial .
¢ My defective Boshevism became 'f'mnsﬁmga[
VFZ;D anti- Bolshevism, and lnrough Trotskyism
| arrived at Fascism. Trotskyism 15 a variely
| of fascism, and Zinovievism is a variety of
| Trotskyism... ?

.
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Stalin had
mnfm:i L

mused that if Zinoviev and the others == +
eir lives would be spared. They \wn::ull

Vozrozhdenye, a Tsanist exile e

[':‘u‘;;p“[r::] tﬁ}l‘h}"gﬁén&““’tﬁ We thank thee, Sm!m

poem, 29 August 1936, Sixteen scoundrels,
Sixteen butchers of the fatherland,

Have been gathered to their forefathers.
But why only Sixteen,
Give us Forty,
Give us hundreds,
Thousands,
Make a bridge across the Moscow river,
A bridge uuhum towers and beams
A bridge of Soviet carrion
And add thy carcass
to the rest!

-
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y the end of 1938 the Stalinist Terror had claimed 3 million victims—
including Trotsky’s first wife, Alexandra Sokohvﬁmmu

\l-nsyelz:;.re the extent ﬁfmdé’m TronNostqmodMJt T
trials were just the tip of an iccherg. » d R

Zina,orel |
of Trotskys two
dau(jhi'ers (Suici

de

_ ov, Trotskys son
(Dred mysteriovsly

Alexandra ond Tina,
turdered by Stalin

Indignation, anger, revulsion? Yes, even temporary
weariness. All this is human, only too human. But 1 will
not believe that you have succumbed to pessimism. This
would be like passively and plaintively taking umbrage at
history. How can one do that? ‘History has to be taken as
it is’; and when she allows herself such extraordinary and
f_l:_mqugev. one must fight her back with one's fists.
y
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altemnative to m::?
picture was bleak by 1939.
N T " R

All anti-Stalinist forces had been wiped out; Trotskyism,
Zinovievism and Bukharinism, all drowned in blood,
had, like some Atlantis, vanished from all political
horizons; and he himself, (Trotsky), was now the sole
survivor of Atlantis.

Isaac Deutscher

Sole survivor? Not quite! Trotsky prepared for the founding
conference of the Fourth International which took place in
September 1938 in Paris. It was a gathering of Trotskyists from
eleven countries. On the eve of the holocaust Trotsky re-affirms
his belief in the ultimate destiny of the oppressed workers and
peasants of the world. Their right to rule!
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n 20 August 1940, a GPU agent, Ramon Mercader, assassinated
Trotsky by a blow from an ice-pick to the skull. Trotsky died the
next day and was buried in Mexico City.

As Stalinism and Fascism traumatised the Furopean working £/
class, Trotsky remained the only Marxist theoretician who
analysed both with dispassionate lucidity .
Exiled, Trotsky went from Turkey to France, Norway, and to
Mexico where he spent the last three years of his life.
e N —— ot —_— A VAVae

The flame of revolutionary passion burned in him as
Jfierce and bright as ever. And he gave proof of a force of
character superior to that which he had needed and had
shown in 1917. Isaac Deutscher

The experiences of my life, in which there has been no
) lack of either success or failures, has not only not

destroyed my faith in the clear, bright future of mankind,
but, on the contrary, has given it an indestructible 1 T
This faith in reason, in truth, in human solidarity, which
at the age of eighteen I 1ook with me into the workers
quarters of the provincial town of Nikolayev—this faith I
have preserved more fully and completely. It has become
more mature, but not less ardent. Trotsky
T o

\/\_/v

o W
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TESTAMENT

For forly-three years of my conscious life [ have
remained a revolutionist; for forly-two of
them | have fought under the banner of
Marxism. If | had to begin all over again |
would of course try to avoid this or that

mistake, bul the main couvrs i
Would remain unchanged. lesgfa;ln 3:':?

proletarian revolutionist, a Marxi
dialectical malerialist, :I.th?sr::‘:nﬂ
an irreconcilable atheist. My faithin i
communist fulvre of mankind i's
less ardent, indeed it is ﬁrmcrnto:fanOt
than it was in the days of my yout}, ,
yra tasha has just come up to the window
om the courtyard and opened it wider
So that the air may enter more f,
into my room. Ican see the bright
strip of grass beneath the wall, anﬁie"
clear blue sky above the wall, and :
lsunlight everywhere. Life is beautiful.
eﬁtﬂﬁhgpgggg.ggnﬁtims cleanse it of all
: . . .
L ’ violence and enjoy
Leon Trotsk
27 February 1940
Coyoacan,Mexico,

THE LEGACY OF TROTSKY

L2
Trotsky's ideas, and his personality, continuc to weave a spell on
friends and enemies alike. What are the reasons for this?

He was the only one of Stalin’s opponents who grasped what
was happening in Russia and who, as a result of this knowledge,
decided to fight. ‘Stalinism is the syphilis of the labour
movement.” Trotsky's struggle in exile was the only antibiotic
which might have rid the international workers’ movement of this
disease. The fight to build new organisations was vital in order to
preserve the legacy of Marx and Lenin. That fight is far from over.

Trotsky's legacy is the unfinished struggle: for proletarian
democracy, for genuine socialism and the overcoming of
burcaucracy, for social revolution in the ‘Third World, for
internationalism
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BOOKS ON TROTSKY

There are many, and steadily increasing numbers of books on aspects of
Trotsky's life, his ideas and the ‘puzzie’ of his personality. The following
army a very few, intended to lead to more specialist reading, if that is
Wi R

Isaac Deutscher The Prophet Armed, The Prophet Unarmed. and The
Prophet Outcast. Oxford University Press, in various editions available in
the US and UK. This trilogy, a monumental biography, is a classic and
remains indispensable. By far the best treatment of Tr s Iife and
thought by a Marxist historian. Should be read with his Stalin, also
available from QUP.

Howe, Leon Trotsky, Oxford University Press and Viking Press,
New York. Not unsympathetic to Trotsky. But does not entirely succeed
in identifying his contribution to Marxism.

Ernest Mandel, Trotsky: A study in the Dynamic of His Thou: New
Left Books, London and Schocken Books, New York. Enwh&m'mrdl
introduction to Trotsky's ideas. Also contains a useful critical
bibliography for further reading.

Ronald Segal. Leon Trotsky, Pantheon Books, New York and Hutchin-
son, London. Good study of the ‘paradoxes’ behind Trotsky's relation
1o power.

Victor Serge, his novels about the Revolution provide truthful, sym-
pathetic testimony: Conquered Ci?f, available in paperback from
Writers and Readers, London and The Case of Comrade Tulayev,
Doubleday, New York and Penguin Books, London. His non-fiction
includes, Memoirs of a Revolutionary. Oxford University Press, Year
One of the Russian Revolution, Allen Lane, The Penguin Press, Lon-
don, and From Lenin to Stalin, Monad Press, New York.

Edmund Wilson, To The Finland Station, Farrar, Straus & Giroux, New
York and Macmillan, London. Includes a sympathetic introductory por-
t:;: of Trotsky, as well as of Lenin, within the European radical tradi-
tion,

Bertram D. Wolfe, Three Who Made A Revolution, Dell, New York and
Pen?unn. London. Contains a study of Trotsky, plus Lenin and Stalin, in
the formative years prior to the 1917 Revolution.

BOOKS BY TROTSKY

From 1923 to 1927 the State Publishing House in Moscow produced 13
volumes of Trotsky's Collected Works and 5 volumes of his writings on
military subjects. Stalin stopped them. :

No complete collection in English yet exists; but Pathfinder Press
New York, publishes the nearest thing to one, Writings of Leon Trotsky
1929-1940, 12 volumes, 1972-78.

Trotsky's major works, listed below, available in the US and UK from
Pathfinder Press are referred to solely by publication date, uniess
otherwise stated.

The Challenge of the Left Opposition, 1975.
The First Five Years of the Communist
International (2 volumes), Monad Press,
New York 1973.

History of the Russian Revolution, 1976
and Pluto Press, London, 1976

In Defense of Marxism, 1973

Leon Trotsky Speaks, 1972. )
Literature and Revolution, University of
Michigan Press, 1960.

Military Writings, 1968.

.:sz_; ;ifo, 1970 and Penguin Books, London,

1905, Penguin Books, London, 1974,

On Britain, Monad Press, New York, 1973.
On France, Monad Press, 1968.

The Permanent Revolution, 1969,
Problems of the Chinese Revolution,
University of Michigan Press, 1967.
Problems of Everyday Life, Monad Press,
New York, 1973.

Results and Prospects, 1978.

The Revolution Betrayed, 1972.

The Spanish Revolution (1931-39), 1972.
Stalin, Stein & Day, New York, 1970.

The Stalin School of Falsification, 1972.
The Struggle against Fascism in Germany,
lﬂ?1and’ elican, London, 1975. .
Terrorism and Communism, University of
Michigan Press, 1961.

Their Morals and Ours, New Park, 1974,
Third International After Lenin, 1971.

The Transitional Program for Socialist
Revolution, 1973.

Trotsky's Diary in Exile, Atheneum
Publishers, New York, 1964.

Women and the Family, 1973.
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WHO’'S WHO
O

Organisations

The Bund: in 1897 the secret cells of the
Jewish Social-Democrats of Russian Poland
and Lithuania held a meeting at Vilna and
organised the General Union of Jewish
Workers, known as the Bund. Mainly com-
posed of factory-workers and arfisans, it
was Russia’s first Social-Democratic mass
organisation. It was part of the Russian
Social-Democratic Labour Party (RSDLP)
until the Party’s 2nd Congress in 1903 when
it opposed Lenin's concept of a centralist
party. When its demand for a federated
structure in which the Bund would repre-
sent Jewish workers was rejected, it split.

Central Committee: the elected executive
body of the Bolshevik Party (and later, at the
Tth Congress, March 1818, the Russian
Communist Party). It is elected by delegates,
themselves duly elected, to the Party Con-
gresses. In May 1917 the Central Committee
consisted of Lenin, Zinoviev, Kamenev,
Milyutin, Nogin, Sverdlov, Smilga, Stalin and
Fedorov.

Comintarn: see Third Intaernational.

G.PU.: the initials stand for State Political
Directorate, the Soviet political police.
Un-d:ar Stalin it became the most powerful
section of the state apparatus between 1922-
34. Previously, between 1917-22 it was
known as the Cheka, and after 1934 under
various initials NKVD, MVD and KGB.

THE INTERNATIONALS:

The First International: shortened name of
the International Workingmen's Association
inspired by Karl Marx in 1864, After the

eat of the Paris Commune in 1871 and
the onset of reaction it dwindled and was
wound up in 1876.

The Second International: organised in
1889 as the successor to the First. A loose
association of national and revolutiona
elements. The organising Congress of 188%
met in Paris under the inspiring influence of
the German Social-Democratic parliamen-
tary victory over Bismarck. The outbreak of
war in 1914 saw its major sections violating
the elementary princi of socialist inter-
nmona:nm and supporting their respective
imperialist nments. It fell rt duri
the First Id War, but was fﬁ\nd ”ng
reformist counter-pole to Leninism in 1923.
it still has an office and a Secretary.
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The Third International: the Communist
International: the Comintern, organised by
Lenin and the Bolsheviks in 1919 to guide
nascent, world-wide Communist parties,
and as a revolutionary successor to the Sec-
ond. During Lenin’s lifetime its world con-
gresses were held annually. In 1943 Stalin
dissolved the Comintern to show il
to Churchill and Roosevelt. But its Cold War
shadow, the Cominform, based on the
major European parties, survived till 1956.

The Fourth International: founded by Leon
Trotsky in 1938 as a revolutionary successor
to Stalin's Comintern. Trotsky's hopes of it
becoming a mass international movement
were mistaken. Isolation and parsecution led
to frequent splits. The 11th World Congress
was held in 1979. While remaining the only

organised revolutionary current on an inter-

national scale, the Fl has yet to win a mass
party to its ranks. Its best-known leader
today is Ernest Mandel.

Meazhr tsy: literally the Petrograd Inter-
district (Mezhrayonnaya), a loose- ﬂm
of anti-war socialists which inc

Trotsky, Joffe, Ryazanov, Lunacharsky,

Pokrovsky and other future leaders of the
October Revolution, who were neither
Bolsheviks nor Mensheviks when the group
formed in 1913

Narodnik: from narod, the people, populism.
A democratic movement which arose in mid-
19th century Russia. Its founders, radical
intellectuals like Nikolai Chernyshevsky,
Pavel Lavrov, Mikhail Bakunin, looked upon
the peasantry as a revolutionary class and on
communal forms of peasant economy as the
nucleus of a uniquely Russian kind of
socialism. Narodniks hoped Russia would
come to socialism without going through a
capitalist phase of historic development.
Some Narodniks pursued terrorist methods,
others preferred propaganda; some, like
Plekhanov, turned to Marxism. Populism re-
emerged as the influential Social-
Revolutionary Party in 1902.

Politburo: executive committee of - and
elected by - the Central Committee of the
Russian Cormumfu Party. Its formal
organisation es from the Bth Congress
1919 as the ruling body of the Party and the
Soviet state. Its authority gradually shifted

to Stalin. The first Politburo of 1919 con-
sisted of Lenin, Trotsky, Kamenev, Bukharin
and Stalin,

Sodd-DemouuT the name was bor-
rowed from French republican politics of the
1840s by the German socialist Ferdinand
Lassalle. Lassalle’s followers believed in
achieving socialism through state reforms
and cooperatives. Another current of Ger-
man socialism, the Eisenacher, led by a
Marxist, Wilhelm Liebknecht, were more
militant. In 1875, at Gotha, these two cur-
rents united to form the Socialist Labor
Party of Germany. Marx’s Critique of the
Gotha Programme: Democratic Marxism
was defined by Engels and Karl Kautsky in
the Erfurt Programme of 1891. The names of
Marx and Engels, its size and success in par-
liament, gave the German SDP great pres-
tige. It was the guardian of orthodox Marx-
ism, the model of the social-democratic
mass movement of the 1890s and the lead-
ing party of the Second International. In
1’38 the first congress of Russian Social-
Democratic organisations met at Minsk with
6 delegates from Russia and 3 from the
Bund and founded the Russian Social-
Democratic Labour Party (RSDLP) as the
political instrument of the Russian working
class. The RSDLP believed that a bourgeois
revolution, which would transform the
Tsarist state into a liberal, capitalist democ-
racy, must precede socialism. After the split
at the 1903 London Congress, Lenin led the
Bolshevik faction of the RSDLP to a final
abandonment of the bou is revolution
idea. Today, after the debacle of the First
World War, the October Revolution and the
rise of Hitler, the political meaning OT$OCII|-
Democracy remains a non-revolutionary,
centrist, parliamentary and state-form road
to socialism.

Soviet: Russian for council generally; but
now usually dni?nltu the specific institu-
tion which mobilised the masses,
power and became (at first actually, later
nominally) the government of Russia.

United Front: internationalist strategy
devised by the Bolsheviks to unite the
working class against the common enemy.
Unity designed to combine all workers

ies regardless of their political af-
iliations in joint struggle. One major condi-
tion on the use this tactic is that
revolutionary parties must at all times

eserve their itical independence.
iffers from the lar Front: a tactic
devised by the Bulgarian Stalinist, Georgi
Dimitrov, in 1935 to enable Communist
to move away from ultra-left sec-
tarianism which had led to Hitler's victory.
Sought to unite workers’ parties with
bourgeois ones to safeguard boureooil
democracy. But failed to do so both in Spain
and France in the 1930s. The Popular Front
can be seen as a precursor of Euro-
Communism.

Biographies

Nikolai Ivanovich Bukharin (1888-1938):
parents, Moscow schoolteachers. Joined
the Bolsheviks as a student organiser 1906.
Co-opted to the Moscow Party in 1908 and
repeatedly arrested in the following years.
Spent some time abroad. Returned to Mos-
cow via Japan to take part in the October
Revolution. Considered one of the Bolshe-
viks' leading theorists. Elected to the Central
Committee at the 6th Party ress, Occu-
jed key positions in the revolution, as Polit-
m member, Comintern Executive Com-
mittee member, and for three years
co-leader with Stalin of the Communist
Party. Initially on the extreme lefl of the
Party. After Lenin's death, moved to the
right and linked up with Stalin in 1926 when
he was appointed President of the Comin-
tern. Served fougear:&ai Stnr;l_m's mﬂ:gt;:
and a ist. After ut im agai
Left Op[?lpgehion, Stalin hadnﬂima_rrutod and
tried. Main defendant at the Third Moscow
Trial, found guilty and sentenced to death.
Lenin had described him as the ‘favorite of
the Party’, but also as ‘soft wax...on which
any demagogue can inscribe whatever he
likes.!

Leon Blum (1872-1950): French statesman
and socialist. Secretary of the parliamentary
roup of the Socialist Party. In 1921, when
Party split, he led the minority group that
refused to allow the Socialist Party to be
affiliated with the Third International.
Headed the 1936 Popular Front bloc of Com-
munists, Socialists and Radical Socialists.
First Socialist to become premier, 1938.
Imprisoned during the Nazi Occupation.

Chiang Kaishek (1887-1975): first met the
gron"rn blican, Sun Yatsen, while attend-
ing Military College in Tokyo. Led the
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bour s nationalist Kuomintang (People’s
Party) of China during the 1925-27 revolu-
tion. Hailed as an ally by Stalin. Chiang's
April 1927 coup in Shanghai led 10 t
massacre of Chinese Communists and
trade-unionists. Defeated in 1949 by Mao
Tsetung’'s Red Army and fled to Taiwan
where he established a base from which his
son still rules.

Friedrich Ebert (1871-1925): first President
of the Weimar Republic. Became active in
the trade union movement while a saddler
and rose rapidly in the Socialist Party.
Labour secretary in Bremen, elected to
Reichstag (parliament) in 1912, voted for the
war budget at the outbreak of World War
One. Leader of the Majority Socialists in
1916. Became head of the '?rovm ional -
ernment of the German Republic in 7313
when Kaiser Wilheim Il abdicated. Another
Social-Democrat, Scheidemann
(1B65-1939), became Chancellor of the
Republic; and a trade-unionist member of
the Reichstag, Gustav Noske (1868-1946)
volunteered to act as military bloodhound in
his post :eh:iﬂm" ci' Defence. Noske was
responsi or the killings of the Spartacist
leaders Rosa Luxnmb?:g and Karl Lieb-
knecht. He was President of Hanover
1920-33.

Francisco Franco (1892-1975): Spanish
general and dictator, born in El Ferrol,
mdﬁalmh. From Tetuan in nish

L organised transport of oig:
legionnaires and colonial troops to t
mainland to launch a coup d'état agdair;‘:.the
elected Republican government in.
Although Franco had military aid from Hitler
and Mussolini to win the Civil War, he stayed
neutral during the Second World War. At
Burgos, 1936, Franco was invested with the
title of El Caudillo. The United Nations
resolution to isolate Franco diplomatically
was revoked in 1950. Franco was in good
standing with the Western Powers, receiv-
ing over 842 million in credit from the
Export-import Bank by 1951,

Adolph Abramovich Joffe (1883-1927):
from a wealthy Jewish merchant family of
the Crimea. Radical student. Studied in
Berlin where he became a member of the
RSDLP. Expelled from Germany in 1907 as
an “undesirable alien”. Drifted to Vienna
where he met Trotsky and helped him to

blish the Viennese Pravda. Life-long

iendship with Trotsky. Joffe donated his
entire inheritance to the Party. Suffered from
nervous ailments and was treated by

Freud's follower, Alfred Adler. Joined the
Bolsheviks with Trotsky and the
Mezhrayontsy in 1917 and was put on the
Central Committee. Lenin greatly prized his
ts as a diplomat. Trotsky stated that the
ution “did much more than psy-
choanalysis 10 liberate Joffe from his
complexes.” As Soviet ambassador to Berlin
he made the embassy a centre for
revolutionary propaganda. Expelled and
diplomatic relations suspended. lliness and
despair led him to commit suicide in 1926:
an act which %umod political significance
because of his famous letter to Trotsky. His
funeral was the last public demonstration by
Trotskyists in the R.

Lev Borisovich Kamenev (Rosenfeld) (1883-
1936): Trotsky's brother-in-law. Born in Mos-
cow; father, engineer. Became attracted to
Marxism as a student in Tiflis. In Paris, 1902,
met Lenin and became a close supporter
and committed Bolshevik. Edited Proletary,
the Party’s central organ. Leader of the Bol-
shevik faction in the 1914 Duma (Russian
parliament under the Tsar). In 1914, with
other RSDLP deputies, opposed Russia’s
entry into the war, was tried for treason,
convicted and exiled to Turkhansk. Elected
to the Central Committee, April 1917.
Kamenev, like Zinoviev, o the Octo-
ber insurrection. Deputy Chairman under
Lenin in the Council of People’s Commis-
sars and the Council of Labour and Defence.
Appointed by Lenin himself as Lenin’s liter-
ary executor and editor of Lenin's Collected
Works. First president of the Lenin Institute.
In 1919, at the front as an extraordinary rep-
resentative of the Council of Defence. Shot
by Stalin's order as a self-confessed traitor
in the purges of 1936.

Karl Kautsky (1854-1938) one of foremost
leaders and Marxist theorists of German
Social-Democracy and the Second Inter-
national prior to the war. In 1917 helped
found the | Social-Democratic
Party (USPD). When over half its members
split in 1920 and joined the German
Communist Party, Kautsky led the remainder
back to the Second International in 1923.
Became a leading opponent of the October
Revolution and the subject of fierce attacks
by Lenin and Trotsky who had once con-
sidered themselves his pupils.

Alexander Fyodorovich Kerensky (1881-
1970). born, like Lenin, in Simbirsk of petty

nobility. Law graduate, 1904, specialised in
defending socialists. Member of the out-
lawed Social-Revolutionary Party. Elected a
Trudovik, or Labour Party, member to the
Fourth Duma in 1912, Vice-Chairman of the
Petrograd Soviet, but accepted post as
Minister of Justice in the a'bougoom

isi mment formed ince
T Mty ToT T Sncam M o
War, May 1917, and continued the offensive
against Germany and Austro-Hungary.
Became Prime Minister after reorganisation
of the provisional government in July,
1917 He fled Petrograd, and left Russia,
when the Bolsheviks seized power.

Alexandra Mikhailovna Kollontai (1872-
1952): from a wealthy Ilnd-oguni:? family:
her father, a Tsarist general. Privately educa-
ted, to isolate her from possible revolution-
ary contamination. Sympathetic to Narod-
nik terrorism. Early marriage to escape
parental control did not last long. Joined
educational and cultural societies, all con-
cerned with aid to revolutionaries. Studied
economics abroad. Became a Social-
Democrat and Marxist. Witnessed the
Bloody Sunday massacre of 9 January 1905.
Organised meetings for women workers.
Socialist feminist, held that women workers
should not be organised separately from the
Party, but that a special bureau inside the
Party should defend their interests.
Artracted to Bolshevism, but between 1905
15 was a Menshevik. Commissar for Bureau
for Work Among Women in 1917. Member of
the Workers’ ition from 1919-22. Sta-
lindetached her the Left Opposition by
making her a diplomat. As ambassador to
Sweden she delivered Stalin's ultimatum to
the government which had been prepared
to grant Trotsky a visa. She died peacefully
in E‘oww—ﬂm only figure from the oppo-
sition whom Stalin did not execute.

Nikolai N. Krestinsky(1883-1938): born in
Mogilyov on the Dnieper, son of radical
intellectuals. Law graduate from St
Petersburg University 1907. Remained a
barrister till 1917. Bolshevik since 1907.
Stood as Bolshevik candidate to the Fourth
Duma elections. Arrested with other
deputies and deported in 1914 to the Urals.
People’s Commissar for Finance in 1918 and
later Deputy Commissar for Foreign Affairs
till 1935. Made his mark as a Soviet diplomat
after being sent abroad for his Trotskyist

thies. Repudiated the Opposition in
1928. Expelled from the Party in 1935 and

tried in the Bukharin-Rykov Third Moscow
Trial in 1938. Sentenced and shot
Rehabilitated October 27, 1963, via a
lengthy appreciation in [zvestia.

Nadezhda Konstantinovna Kn.r‘nrl
(1869-1939): born in St Petersburg. father a
court official with liberal sympathies. 1891-
6 worked as a teacher giving evening classes
to workers. Became an mly Marxist. Met
Lenin, became his legal wife to y
him into Siberian exile. Bolshevik Party
worker. Commissar for Adult Education.
Wrote numerous works on education. After
Lenin’s death wanted to make his Testament
public. Her proposal was defeated by 30
votes to 10 on the Central Committee.
Sympathised with the Oppoutinn.lhut under
threats and intimidation she capitulated to
Stalin and remained a silent, tormented
witness to the liquidation of Lenin’s closest
collaborators.

Bela Kun (1886-1939) leader of the
Hungarian Communist Party and head of the
short-lived Hungarian Soviet Republic 1918.
Became a Comintern functionary with ultra-
leftist views, and later a rabid anti-Trotskyist.
Executed during the pur%m of 1939, but
partially rehabilitated in 1966.

Yuri Osipovich Martov (Tsederbaum)
(1873-1923): gamdwmsmmmw
editor and publicist. Began a revolutionary
career as a student at St. Petersburg,
expelled and arrested several times. In Vilna
in the 1890s played an important role in the
formation of the Bund and the rising labour
movement. With Lenin, a founder of the

ue of Struggle for the Emancipation of
the king Class, and together with Lenin
arrested in St Petersburg, 1896, and
sentenced to Siberia. Editor and co-founder
of Iskra in 1900 with Lenin, Plekhanov,
Axelrod, Vera Zasulich and Potresov.
Menshevik leader after 1905-7, favoured
development of orthodox Marxist Social-
Democracy by legal means. Opposed the
outbreak of war but also Lenin’s call for
revolutionary civil war, Returned to Russia
May 1917. Supported a socialist coalition
government and was against Soviet seizure
of power. At the Congress of Soviets in
October against the Bolshevik assault
on the Winter Palace, and later Lenin's
dissolution of the Constituent Assembly. In
1921 with Lenin's permission left for Ger-
many.
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Pavel N. Milyukov (1859-1943) dis-
tinguished historian. publicist and liberal
politician. In 1895 forbidden to teach at
/ University because of his liberal
views. Leader of the Constitutional
Democratic Party (Cadets) and prominent
member of all the Dumas. Minister of
Foreign Affairs in the Provisional Govern-
ment, resigned April 1917. One of the more
capable of the liberal bourgeois opponents of
Bolshevism.

Willi Minzenberg: (1889-1940) German
Communist leader, Secretary of the Inter-
national Socialist Youth League 1914.21
and then the Young Communist Inter-
national. Later an important organizer and
Communist deputy in the Reichstag till
1933. Broke with the Party in 1937 after the
Moscow Trials. Found hanged in France in
1940 after an escape from an internment
camp. His death is variously ascribed to the
Gestapo and the NKVD.

Alexander Lazarevich Parvus (Helfand)
(1868-1924): born in Minsk province, raised
in Odessa. Successful carcer as journalist in
German left-wing press and as intermediary
between German and Russian Social-
Democrats. Organised publication of Iskra
in Leipzig. With Trotsky, a leader of the 1915
Petersburg Soviet. Escaped from Siberia.
Became extremely rich in Turkey and Bal-
kans between 1910-15 and acted as go-

; with German Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. Arranged with Germany the safe-
conduct of Lenin and others to Russia.
Helped finance the Bolsheviks; but his
shady pro-German dealings alienated Lenin
who refused him entry to Russia after the
October Revolution.

George Valentinovich Plekhanov (1856-
1918): born Tambov province of noble fam-
ily. While a student of mining in St. Peters-
burg, joined Narodniks. In 1897 he led a
Narodnik faction, Chorny Peredel (Black
Partition), which opposed terrorist
methods. He abandoned Narodnik peasant
socialism and in exile, with PB. Axelrod and
Vera Zasulich, formed the Marxist Eman-
cipation of Labour group in 1883 which
laid the foundation of Russian Social-
Democracy. As intellectual leader of the
movement, ‘The father of Russian Marxism’
influenced a whole generation of militants,
including Lenin. His many writings popul-
arised Marxism in Russia. He espoused the
doctrine of economic determination which
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established a close relation between dialec-
tical materialism and the physical sciences.
After 1903 he sided with Mensheviks. In 1914
he insisted on participation in the defence of
Russia and opposed the Bolshevik tactic of
defeatism. He continued to the
Bolsheviks after the 1917 r ution, but
was isolated from the Mensheviks too
because of his pro-war stand. He died in
exile in Finland.

Karl rdovich Radek (Sobelsohn)
(1885-19397): born in Lvov, Poland, brought
up by his schoolteacher mother. Became a
Marxist and Polish Social-Democrat
Emigrated to Berlin, but returned to Warsaw
for the 1905 revolution. Brilliant journalist,
notorious at assemblies for his savage
tongue and wit. Both member of Polish and
German Social-Democratic Parties, an op-
z)ﬂﬂfll of Rosa Luxemburg. Attended the
immerwald and Keinthal anti-war con-
ferences. Was in the Bolshevik Foreign
Bureau in Stockholm during the October
Revolution; but nied Trotsky to
Brest-Litovsk. Member of the Central Com-
mittee and executive committee of the
Comintern. Sent on a8 number of missions by
the Comintern to Germany. Strong sup-
porter of Trotsky and the Left Opposition. His
subsequent capitulation to Stalin did not save
him. Tried in 1937, found guilty, and
sentenced to 10 years imprisonment. The
circumstances of his death are unknown.

Christian G ievich Rakovsky (1873-
1941): born in Kotel, Bulgaria, of wealthy
parents and notable family prominent in the
struggle for independence against Turkey.
Involved in politics as a 14-year-old
schoolboy, emigrated at 17 to Geneva where
he came under Plekhanov's influence.
Connected with Russia by marriage,
travelled there, and was active in Roumania
and Bulgeria. Met Trotsky in 1903 and
became a life-long friend. Close to left-
Menshevism but persuaded by Trotsky to
join the Bolsheviks. In 1918 Chairman of the
Ukrainian Soviet and later Soviet am-
bassador to London and Paris. Fought
bureaucracy and Stalin in 1923 on the
uestion nationalities. Joined the Left
pposition in 1927, But in 1934, because he
considered the USSR in mortal danger from
Fascism, he rallied to the leadership by
capitulating to Stalin. The exiled Trotsky was
shattered by this decision. Rakovsky was
framed, accused of being a German t,
and sentenced to imprisonment at the Third

Moscow Trial in 1938. He died in 2 concen-
tration camp, probably in 1941,

Victor Serge (Kibalchich) (1890-1947): born
in Belgium, his father an exiled Narodnik
and mother of Polish gentry. A relative,
Nikolai Ilvanovich Kibalchich, a Narodnik
theorist, was a chemist accused of manufac-
turing the bombs that blew up Tsar Alexan-
der |l in 1881, Serge’s political activity an
in the anarchist movement of pre-1914
France. His friends were guillotined for their
part in terrorism. 1917 found him in Barce-
lona taking part in a doomed uprising with
his syndicalist comrades. Arriving in Russia
in 1919 joined the Comintern as editor,
administrator and agent abroad. Joined the
Left Oﬂosition, was imprisoned and

rted to Central Asia. Exiled from Russia

re the purge trials began. Serge’s tes-
timony as a novelist, poet, historian and
journalist reflects the experience of three
generations of revolutionaries - and their
annihilation.

Alexander Gavrilovich Shliapnikov (1885-
1937): from a poor artisan family of Oid
Believers in Murom. Three years elementary
schooling. he became a qualified fitter and
turner, and worked as a docker. Became a
militant in the pre-1905 strike wave by
reading revolutionary pamphlets. As a
militant trade union niser was often
beaten up and arrested. me a Bolshevik
in 1907. Emigrated in 1908 and worked in
several European factories. Returned to
Russia during the war and in 19156 was
Chairman of the Russian Bureau of the
Central Committee. Helped set up the
Petrograd Soviet in 1917. Chairman of the
Metalworkers’ Union, Soviet executive and
Commissar for Labour in the first Soviet
government. Organised the first armed
workers’ Red Guard in the legendary Vyborg
District. On the left-wing of the Party
Together with Kollontai in 1921 founded the
Workers' ition. Sent abroad as a
diplomat in 1924. Returned in 1926 and
capitulated to Stalin. Expelled from the party
as a ‘degenerate’ in 1933 Refused to
collaborate in a show trial, imprisoned and
shot in 1937, Partially rehabilitated by the
Procurator’s Office in 1956

Ernst Thaelmann (1886-1944) leader of the
German Communist Party after its Stalinisa-
tion, Ran for President against Hindenburg
and Hitler in 1932. Between 1924-33 leader
of the Communist Party’s Reichstag fraction.

Arrested by the Nazis in 1933 and murdered
in a concentration camp at the end of the
war.

Mikhail N. Tukhachevsky (1893-1937):
from a land-owning family, joined Cadet
Corps and graduated from a top Military
Academy in 1914, Fought as lieutenant in
the First World War and taken prisoner by
the Germans. Escaped and returned. Joined
the Bolsheviks in April 1918 and helped
Trotsky create the Red Army. One of the
revolution’s leading military strategists, a
fiery orator. Led the military suppression of
the Kronstadt mutiny. Fell foul of Stalin, was
tried and shot in the army purge in 1937.
Refused to condemn Trotsky. Stalin had his
entire family killed, except for his daughter.
Rehabilitated after 1956.

Vera Zasulich (1851-1919) became a
Narodnik militant while a student. Shot and
wounded the Governor of St Petersburg,
General Tepov, in protest against his ar-
bitrary order under which a Narodnik
student aonolyubwmﬂopwdlnrhinngm
remove his hat in Trepov's presence. Her
trial and acquittal by the jury caused a
sensation and *was popularly supported.
Zasulich, with Plekhanov and others, passed
from the Chrony Peredel Narodnik faction to
Marxism, and in exile in Geneva helped to
found Russian Social-Democracy, co-edited
Iskra and sided with Mensheviks after 1903,

Grigori Yevseyevich Zinoviev
lﬂ-d%mvldw} (1883-1936): Born in
Elizavetgrad, family of dairy farmers. No
formal education. Social-Democrat at 18
and helped orrnin the first economic
strikes in south Russia in 1890. Fled abroad,
Met Lenin in 1903 and became a staunch
supporter. From 1907 permanent member of
the Bolshevik Central Committee, Lenin’s
closest assistant and co-editor of all his
publications. Returned to Russia with
Lenin’s group. In hiding with Lenin after the
abortive July uprising 1917. Despite his, and
Kamenev's, disagreements with Lenin over
October, remained top Bolshevik
organiser. Chairman of Petrograd Soviet, in
charge of North-West Russia 1918-19, and
head of Comintern in 1919. In 1923-4
helped Stalin to defeat Trotsky. In 1925 with
Kamenev led the ‘Leningrad Opposition
which tried to oust Stalin but was defeated
by the Stalin-Bukharin alliance. After lost all
his main posts. Perished in the first purge,
the Moscow Trial of August 1936,
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